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With two weeks left, students shouldn't pack it in yet 


Many students make 
the mistake of finishing 
with school before school 
actually ends. 
to a shocking amount of 
problems for not only 
the students, but teachers 
too. The most noticeable, 
and debatably the most 
important problem, is 
grades. With just a few 
more weeks until the 
end of the school year, 
some students seem to 
think finishing strong is 


AudreyMehring 
Starr Writer 
May 15th, a day 
most of the students 
have marked on their 
calendar and are 
counting down for; 
the last day of school. 
Social media such as 
Facebook and ‘Twitter 
are packed with kids 
expressing their desire 
for summer to finally be 
here. But are they even 
waiting for it? 


overrated and leave their 
last few assignments 
blank, which can affect 
grades more than they 
would think. 

The decision to 
sit inside and do 
homework or go out 
and enjoy the weather 
with friends and family 
is a hard one, and the 
weather obviously 
trumps the homework. 
Although it’s hard to 


This leads 


‘Stare WrireR 

The threat of war in the US. is not 
Lomething our generation is familiar 
with. The closest thing to war on our 
own turf, that we’ve come to, was 

/11. Even then, most of us were little 
kids. That’s why the troubles we face 
with North Korea freak us out. To 

derstand how we got to this point in 
‘is ory, we need to know the war. 

In 1945, post World War II, Korea 
was released from the Japanese grasp. 
it was left between the soviets and the 
United States to decide what to do 
with it. We divided Korea in half along 
fe 38th Parallel; Russia occupied 


verything north and we had control 
fF everything south of the parallel. 
In the south, the president was 
hnti-communist, while the northern 
ictator was all for it. Neither one was 
‘ontent with staying on his half As a 
-sult, nearly 10,000 Korean soldiers 
were killed before war even began. 
Then, in 1950, the North Koreans 
waded the South. At first, the war was 
Pati defensively with the goal of 
evacuating the North Korean troops. 
But we made it our goal to remove 
“ommunists from the North. It was 
et an offensive war. 
‘As we made our way 


north, China 
bot worried the closer we got to their 
cae ‘hey basically said, “Come 
hay closer and you've got war.” While 
etic to deal with them, President 
Truman started making peace talks. 
A fter two years of negotiating, a 

uce was signed. It left the war ata 
stalemate- no one won nor lost. 


North Korea shows war power 


Since then, North Korea has been 
handed a new dictator, who happens 
to be the grandson of Kim Tl Sung- 
the dictator during the Korean War. I 
think this new guy, Kim Jong Un, has 
lost his mind. He continues to hint that 
there’s going to be a nuclear war. 

When North Korea started their 
missile tests a few months ago, I know 
we were keeping a close eye on them. 
Now that they’ve hinted and flaunted 
the nuclear power they have for war, 
think any move they make is being 
watched. 

Since the war never officially ended 
with a winner, I think that may be what 
Kim Jong Unis after. Why a truce 60 
years ago isn’t good enough for him, I 
don’t know. Ultimately, he scares me. I 
feel like we're living Red Dawn. 

T think he’s crazy. He wants to launch 
a war and in the process is going to get 
tons of people injured or killed. 

Should we take him serious! 
Yes, I think we should. IF someone 
poses a threat to the United States, I 
think we should most definitely take 
them seriously. Gathering troops and 
warning foreigners to leave the country 
surely poses a threat. 

The flip side to this is that we 
probably don't have anything to worry 
about. We’ve got military technology 
set up so that if they aim anything 
toward us we can shoot it down. 

Our government has us covered 
in this area. Yet, there could be the 
chance that we're taking this guy too 
seriously. Although, I seriously doubt 
that. Ler’s just hope that Kim Jong Un 
comes to his senses, and FAST! 


blame the students who 


decide that, they’re still 
at fault. Still, school is 
the priority until May 
15th. 

Its honestly not 
worth the hassle to skip 
homework in the 
place. If you just sit 
down and power through 
it, it goes by faster than 
you think and you should 
still have a few hours of 
daylight left to go out 
with friends. You have 
two options; finish and 


st 


finish strong, or extend 
the time you're detained 
at school by skipping 
out on a few flimsy 
assignments, therefore 
keeping you from being 
signed out. 

We are definitely 
nearing the end, but 
the: till a few weeks 
we'll have to suffer 
through. As always, 
itll be here before you 
know it, and it will most 
definitely be worth it. 


Time is precious, cherish 
it while you can 


jacilynBruns 


Epitor in CHIEF 

Four years seems like a 
long time when you look at 
a calendar, but it really isn’t. 

It’s crazy how one day 
can drag on and on, but 
your senior year flies by 
without your permission. 

Maybe it’s a scientific 
fact that your perception 
of time changes as you get 
older. Its hard to process 
four years as one collective 
unit of memory. 

As the year winds down, 
I find myself thinking, 

“Did I do everything that I 
wanted to do?” Or, “How 
will I remember my days 
being a Viking?” 

Talso have been keeping 
track of all of my “lasts” 
here at Northwest; the little 
things that have become so 
familiar will soon be gone. 

Twill never forget 
earning a Superior at the 
State Marching Band 
Competition, helping my 
softball team get to the 
State Tournament for the 
first time ever, staying late 
to finish the newspaper on 
time, coming to Student 
Council meetings on Sunday 
nights, or performing in 
the musical for a sold-out 
auditorium. I will always 
cherish the wonderful 


friendships I have made, 
and the delightful memories 
Thave created. 

T look back to the 
beginning of my freshman 
year and realize how much 
T have changed. I’m no 
longer shy and unsure of 
who I am. I have flourished 
into a confident and mature 
young woman. I remember, 
a freshman, trying to 
visualize what my “senior 
self” would be like. I think 
T have met and exceeded 
the expectations that I set 
for myself back then. 

This semester's 
challenge has been finding 
a balance between enjoying 
the moment and managing 
plans for the future. 

Completing scholarships 
and turning them in on 
time is like having another 
subject of homework to 
do every night. Also, the 
pressure to decide on a 
college has added much 
stress to my busy schedule. 

Graduation will be 
here before we know it, 
and then it will be time to 
start a new chapter of our 
lives and make even more 


memories. 
T can imagine myself 
walking through the halls 
one last time reflecting on 
all my memories with every 
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‘The Viking Saga is the official student 
publication of Northwest High School 
in Grand Island, Nebraska. Itis printed 
by the Grand Island Independent nine times 
(monthly) throughout the school year. 
‘The paper is a member of the Nebraska 
High School Press Association. 
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step. I could probably name a time 
[ve had in every part of the school. 

One thing that is truly important 
to me is how I will be remembered 
when I’m gone from here. My 
ultimate life goal is to leave positive 
impressions on people’s lives. I hope 
that I’ve done a great job of doing 
that, because leaving a legacy means 
the world to me. 

Even though one day, I won’t 
be a student here anymore, I will 
forever hold the black and gold spirit 
in my heart, and Iam proud to call 
Northwest my “alma mater.” 


One Million Bones: 
A project to make a difference 


NeleighHall 
‘Stare WriTER 


There are 206 bones in the human body. If 
you had one million bones, that would add 
up to 4,854 bodies that were killed due to 
the fact of genocide and atrocities. 

Genocide is the deliberate killing of 
a large group of people especially those 
of a particular ethnic group or nation, 
and it’s happening all over the world 
today. Genocide is happening in Sudan, 
South Sudan, Burma, Syria, Somalia, Iraq, 
Afgananistan, and Pakistan; which most of 
us didn’t even realize. 

One Million Bones is a social art project 
to raise awarness of genocide and artocities 
going on today. One Million Bones is 
gathering 1,000,000 bones to install on 
the National Mall in Washinton D.C. from 


June 8th-10th, 2013. The service is to 
remember victims and survivors, and to 
raise awareness to our government to take 


action. Every bone made is a donation of 
one dollar. After receiving an email, art 
teacher Mr. Beau Studley was all in for the 
bones project. Northwest art students took’ 
a couple days to take clay and transform 

it into a bone. Each bone symbolizes 

a person who was killed because of 
genocide. The different class periods had a 
contest to see who could produce the most! 
bones. After making them all, Northwest 
made 750 bones. Senior High and Central 
Catholic also contributed some of their 
own creations of bones. 

On April 15th, art teachers around 
Nebraska went to Stuhr Museum with 
friends and family and also with advisors to 
spread the word about One Million Bones. 
Beau Studley and family were there al: 
along with Superintendent Matthew 
and his daughter. For two hours they sat 
the bones out for display and also had the 
chance to make bones themselves. 
Sometimes we're so caught up in our lives 


her 


On the outside of Stubr Museums, they have bones on display that visitors can see. The bones will Be sent to 
Washington D.C to make the government aware of genocide. 


that we don’t realize whats going on around 
us like genocide. We could be the ones 

to make a difference in others lives if we 
stop and just take the time to help others. 
Be aware of what’s going on around us 

and stand up for what you believe in. We 
need to make a change. You can find more 
information at www. onemillionbones.org, 


Grand Island Parks & Recreation Dept. 
308-38S-$444 ext. 290 


Sign wp today for a lifeguard class and gain| 
valuable career experience while exrning| 
needed summer MONEY! The Gt Parks and] 
Recreation Dept. is now hirkeg rwinmaing poo! 
staff for both island Oasis and Lincois Pool. 


Together, we can save a life 


W it the perfect time to hold tryouts 


Starr WriTER. 


‘As the school year comes to 
an end, it is already time to 

start thinking about next year’s 
activities. After the fall and winter 
sports seasons, the cheerleaders 
get a break from cheering during 
the spring sport season, making 


for the 2013-2014 school year. 

The cheerleaders were very 
successful starting out the year 
with a superior rating, plus a first 
place trophy in the large varsity 
game time division at camp. They 
ended the season by winning 
the Class B state runner-up in 
the small varsity, non-tumbling 
at the state cheer competition in 
February. 

Throughout the 2012-2013 
cheer season, the squad was 
very active in the community; 
they cheered on runners for the 
Race for the Cure in Kearney, 
trick-or-treated for food for the 
food bank, helped the police 
department wrap and deliver 


hhristmas presents for families 
in n need, adopted two girls from 
Boys Town during Christmas, and 
made blankets for children at the 
Advocacy Center. 

After such a successful and 
productive year, it w: 
for a break, and also time to 
start thinking of next year’s 
squad. From March 18-21, the 
cheerleaders held a cheer tryout 
clinic. The clinic taught the girls 
motion drills, jumping techniques, 
chants, cheers, and a dance which 
incorporated all of the skills 
needed. After four intense nights 
of clinic, the girls had Friday to 
recover and practice on their own. 
On Saturday, March 23, their true 
skills were put to the test for the 
actual tryouts. 30 girls from grades 
eight to eleven tried out, only to 
have 16 make the squad. The girls 
were judged by three independent 
judges on motions, sharpness, 
three jumps (two needing to be 
advanced), tumbling, the chant, 
the group cheer, and dance. 

During the tryouts, skills 
y for cheerleading were 


nec 


January. They also hope to win 


—o Cheerleaders look to next season 


not the only things that the judges 
looked for. The girls are evaluated 
by their teachers on personality, 
attitude, and classroom activity. 
‘Teacher evaluations make up for 
forty percent of their scores, and 
are vital to making the squad. 
“We believe the girls should be 
representatives in the classroom, 
as well as outside of school,” 
cheer coach Donell Hulse said. 
The standards were set high by 
the squad after this year’s season. 
They already are getting a leg up 
for next year’s season, starting 
with cheering on walkers at the 
MS walk on April 27. They have 
a goal to raise enough money to 
attend the NCA High School 
Nationals in Dallas, Texas in 


the state chamionship next year. 
“My hopes for the 2013-2014 
squad is to contine all the good 
things that have been going on 
with the program,” Hulse said. 
After a great season, it was 
time to say goodbye to the senior, 
and say hello to the new squad. 
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Tim and Lisa Bartz are the proud parents of 
14 kt gold and student council. Joe’s favorite 


four wheelers. After g 
continuing the famil business 


Cole Locman 


Mike and Ralisa are the parents of Cole 
Leaman. Cole has played fi 
helps with the Super Retrieve: 
summer. Cole enjoys hunting, fishing, and 


being outside. Cole is undecided obi 
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pass time is to hang out with friends and ride 
\duation, Joe plans on 
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Chris and Cosi Waters are the proud 
parents of Alec Waters. Alec’s activites 
include football, basketball, teack, legion 

baseball, and National Honor Society 
Alec also volunteers at his church and the 
United Way. Alec’s hobbies are golE, dise 
golf, hanging out with friends to watch 
movies and to relas. Alec plans to go to 
the Universiy of Nebraska at Lincoln and 

major in Business Administration and 


participate in the Honors Program. Alec’s 
goal is to become an optometrist 
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CYner 


Kaley is the daughter to Kevin and Kolleen 
Werner. Kaley's activities include volleyball, 

basketball, track, and National Honor Society 
After high school she plans to attend a four 
year college and major in Exercise Science 


Daring a conintry son, junior Kenzie Burahare and sophomore Dakota Rader 
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MadiesHabée 


Sean and LeaAnn are the proud parents 
of Madie Hedges. Madie’s hobbies include 
hunting, fishing, and shopping, Madie has 
been employed at Five Points Bank for two 
and a half years. Madie’s favorite thing to do 
is to hang out with friends and family. Nest 
year Madie will attend Grand Island Central 
Community College to get an education in 
business to advance herself in the banking 
industry: 


Seniors Brandon Decker amd Sarah Heinen share sil 
bering dow dance 


parents of Brittany Kirkwood. Brittany was 
a Viking Cheerleader and currently works at 
Equitable Bank as a teller. Brittany's favorite 
pastime is to spend time with friends and 
family and to listen to music. Brittany plans 
on attending Hastings Central Community 


College to get a degree in Dental Hygeine. ‘Dancing with their frends students gather together to enjoy 


‘vir prom 


Juniors MeKencie Brown and Flanna Yelkin laugh and have fm athe dance 


mportant for the guys, too 


important to please their date, they have to try to look nice, the real 


Prom Night is definately a very special night, es- 
pecially for the young ladies, but what toll does it take 
on the gentlemen courting their dates? Women worry 
about their figure, if another girl is wearing the same 
dress they are wearing, or if they have a tan decent 
enough, but what makes the men have jitters on one of 
the most important night of their high school experi 


“Prom is definately an occasion worth the fuss,” 


senior Ryan Lucke said, 
It seems many men are dealing with similar fuss. 
“I think prom is a very important event for seniors 
and juniors, it's more of a get together have fun time, it 
is worth going to.” senior Chris Cage said. 
Men are all the same, they worry about the tuxes 


“To some people, yeah it is special, for a guy itis always, 


stress is to get your tux on time and get the flowers, other than that, 
we really don't care? 


senior Zach Dammann said. 

The seniors may have had their problems with prom before, but 
the juniors could have been really nervous. 

“Tes important as in the same way as Christmas, get stuff done,” 
junior Kyler Janecek said. 

“It's important, the stresses are getting your tux fitted on time,” 
junior Elliot Johnson said. 

It seems prom is important, even for the guys. 

“It's very important, finding the right tus is the really stressed 
moment before prom night,” junior Clark Pohimeier said. 

They dressed nice, they got the perfect tux, and got their dates the 
Alowers that they deserved. 

“It's important because it is the last hurrah of the year, it 


good 
time, people get together, and to seniors it’s like a good-bye,” Mr. 
Saddler said 


Vet Science students have 
exotic animal experience 


Senior Destiny Utter and Vet Science teacher Mrs. Jessica Brondel hang on ta a giant python. 


GeorginaRubio 
Starr Writer 

Ag teacher Mrs. Jessica Brondel 
is the kind of teacher that likes 
to have her students do hands- 
on projects and have a fun-filled 
experience. 

When it was time for her 
Veterinary Science class to begin 
on a project which included exotic 
animals, - . 
Brondel had 
the idea of 
bringing 
something 
that would 
spark the 
students’ 


interest. 
Magical 
Paradise 
made a visit 
to Northwest 
this month 
and brought 
a couple 
of “reptile 


friends” Senior Ayla Smith holds a baby alligator 
during the Magical Paradise presentation. 
There were many exotic animals such as 


along with 
them. 

Magical 
Paradise is an exotic animal farm 
that is located in Central City, N 
They are a non-profit incorporated 
animal farm that houses hundreds 
of animals including but not limited 
to hvards ionanac hall nvrhons 


snakes, tortoises, and liz 


birds, turtles, and many others. 
Several students really enjoyed 
the opportunity of having the 
exotic animals at Northwest. 
Although the majority of the 
students were excited, there were 
a couple people who weren’t so 
thrilled. Being deadly afraid of 
kes, Senior Jesus Romero refused 
to go near the snake. 


“The moment 
T saw the snake I 
was terrified, and 
I thought that if 
Theld the snake it 
would wrap around 
my neck,” Romero 
said. 

He mentioned 
the alligator and the 
other animals didn’t 
really bother him, 
but he has always 
had a fear of snakes. 
‘Through persuasion 
and some 
encouragement 
from his classmates, 
he finally decided to 
hold the python for 
a brief moment. He 
may not be completely over his fear 
of snakes, but he did have some 
pretty good advice he wanted to 
share. 


“Always face your fears,” Romero 
stated. 


Athletes sign to continue their 
favorite sports in college 


LauraSpringer 
Layout Epitor 


Many children dream of 
getting to play their favorite 
sport in college. For a few 
Northwest seniors, this 
childhood dream has recently 
became a reality. Talk of 
committing and signing to 
colleges has been ringing 
through the halls. Northwest 
has had multiple athletes sign 
to colleges so far this spring. 
These high school athletes 
are making a big step in 
their careers and lives. Not 
only will they be moving 
into harder coursework, but 
they will be on a whole new 
playing field in sports. 

Senior Tanner Martin 
is one of the athletes that 
has recently signed. Martin 
signed to Chadron State 
College to play football. 

He described the signing 
process as “overwhelming,” 
and he chose to continue 

his football career becaus 
he’s getting a chance to keep 
playing and doing what he 
loves. 

Another senior that’s 


iE 


Seniors Brandon Bachle and Tanner Martin prondly sign to their respective col- 
deges with confident smiles. 


going to continue doing what my shoulders.” 
she loves is Kaley Werner. 
going to attend 
Hastings College and play 
basketball. She he 
to continue her bas 
fter starting for the athlet 
Vikings the past few years 
and being a leader on the 
State Championship team. 
“Pve played sports all my 
life, and quitting now would 
just be heartbreaking,” claims sports, 
Werner when describing why It says a lot not only about 
she’s continuing her career. 

“Before I signed I was very 
nervous, but after [I signed] 
it was just a relief, like a 
weight had been lifted off 


Signing day will always be 
an exciting and nerve racking 
day for high school athletes. 
chosen Tt is a big commitment, 
etball but it’s one that Northwest 
are extremely 
capable and prepared for. 
Athletic Director Rocky 
Almond describes signing: 
“We're always excited when a 
student signs to a college for 
or any other activity. 


our high school programs, 
but also about that student 
and how their dedication 
and hardwork has paid 
dividends.” 


KRAMER’S WRECKER SERVICE, INC. 


Light and Heavy Duty Towing 
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State Fair entertainment announced 


Kaylajohnson 


‘Stare WRITER 

‘T-minus 126 days until the 
Nebraska State Fair comes to Grand 
Island. Now that they are finally 
starting to set up dates, people are 
wondering who will be performing, 
iven though there is still four more 
months until the fair, people are 
freaking out. Will we have talented 
performs this year? Do we know who 
the performers are? 

The first one to be announced was 
Mel Tillis; he will be performing on 
Wednesday, August 28, at 11:00 a.m. 
& 3:00 pm. Itis a free concert, gate 
admission to the fair not included. 
Country music legend, Mel ills, 
started performing in the early ‘50's 
with a group called The Westerners. 

In 1956, Webb Pierce recorded a song 
written by Mel entitled ‘I Ta id 
it launched Mel’s musical career. Tillis 
is part of the Grand Ole Opry and 
Country Music Hall of Fame. He has 
had thirty-six Top Ten singles; “Good 
Woman Blues,” “Coca Cola Cowhoy,” and 
“Southern Rain” just to name a few. 

The second to be announced is 
the Ek Young Band who will play 
on Friday, August 30, at 7:30 
the Heartland Events Center. The 
concert is free with admission to 


pee 
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HASTINGS COLLEGE 


BRONCOS 


to recognize 


Pederson 


the state fair. The Eli 
Young Band con: 
of four musicians who 
met in Texas. Now 

11 years into a career 
built touring, they 

have sold many sold 


out concerts, and are 
selling thousands of 
downloads. They have 
also received their first 
platinum record for 
“Crazy Girl,” and have 
sold over 1.5 milion 
downloads of the track. 
The Eli Young Band 
veers from energetic 
rock to steel laden 
country songs. 

‘The third and latest 
one is Chicago, who 
will being playing on Saturday, August 
31, at 7:30 p.m. at Heartland Events 
Center, $30 plus gate admission. 
Starting in 1967, Chicago established 
a reputation for its powerful live 
show. Once the group began making 
records, the group with record sales 
of 100 millon, 21 Top 10 singles, five 
consecutive Number One albums, 
five Gold singles. To date, Chicago is 
the first American band to chart 
Top 40 albums in five decades - a 


Is proud 


Heath 


as Student of the Month 
for exhibiting Bronco values 
held by Hastings College students 


www.hastings.edu 


landmark accomplishment. The 
group’s hits include, “Saturday in the 
Park,” ‘Wishing You Were Here,” “Make 
Me Smile,” and the list continues. 

‘These are not all of the performers 
for this year and are hoping the State 
Fair will announce some more soon. 
Hope people will enjoy the perfumers 
for the 2013 State Fair. Also enjoy the 
many other attractions that the fair 
will pervade including; crafts, rides, 
food, animal shows, plays, animal 
rides, plus many more activities 


2012-2013 
Viking 
Yearbook 
today!!! 
See a staffer 
or go online: 


Coming soon 
to theaters 


MolleyEastman 
‘Starr WaiTER 

Are you ready for some 
new movies that are just 
about ready to hit the 
theaters? 
of 2013, hol 
promising movies. 
orginials to series you are 
sure to enjoy at least one 
of these new movi 

A movie that comes 
out to theaters on May 
3, 2013 is Iron Man 3. 
Shane Black is back to 
direct this new addition 
to the Iron Man series. 
Featuring: Robert Downey 
Je, Gwyneth Paltrow, Jon 
Favreau, and Ben Kingsley. 
When Iron man finds his 
whole world destroyed, he 
will stop at nothing to find 
the ones responsible. On 
his journey, Iron Man will 
be left to survive on his 
own to protect the people 
who are closest to him. 

If anyone enjoyed the 
original Monsters Inc. in 
2001, you are going to 
like this new movie that 


From 


comes out to theaters on 
June 21. Monsters University, 
featuring Billy Crystal, 
John Goodman, and 
Steve Buscemi,takes you 
back to the good old days 
to take a closer look at 

the relationship between 


Michael Wazowski and 
James P. Sullivan, a.k.a. 
Mike and Sulley, when they 
were not considered the 
best of friends. 

It’s back, it’s better, 
and it’s a whole lot more 
minion.... It's Despicable Me 
2, featuring Steve Carell, 
Al Pacino, and Miranda 
Cosgrove. In order to get 
rid of a powerful new 
super criminal, Gru is 
recruited to help deal with 


some arising problems. 
This animation comedy 
has the return of Gru, the 


gitls, other new characters 
and most importantly 
the return of the 
rambunctious minions. 
Lastly, this comical 
movie featuring Adam 
Sandler, Kevin Jami 
Steve Buscemi, and Tay 
Lautner is sure to be a 
great hit. In Grown Ups 2, 
Lenny, his family, and his 
friends have headed back 
to the small town were he 
and his friends have grown 
up. Instead of the grown 
ups teaching lessons to 
their children, the children 
are the ones giving the 
lessons to their parents. 
Be sure to catch this new 
addition to the grown ups 
series in theaters on July 
12, 2013. : 
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3312 West Stolley Park Road 
Grand Island, NE 
308.382.4662 


Special for Northwest Students! 
${O Oil Change with Student ID 


